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With eight offices in Dorset and Somerset, consulting rooms in London and a network  
of trusted lawyers worldwide, Humphries Kirk is one of the leading solicitors in the  
south west.

We understand that busy schedules mean conventional office hours are not always 
convenient – similarly, we never forget that legal advice should be given in plain English. 

At Humphries Kirk, we like to keep it simple and personal. As a firm it’s an approach 
that has served us and our clients well for over 300 years.



Services for you

A personal approach to 
legal advice

Talk to us about:

  Arbitration
  Buying and selling your home
  Care Is Our Concern 
  Children
  Cohabitation
  Consumer law
  Contested Will and estate claims
  Debt recovery
  Divorce and financial advice
  Domestic violence

  Inheritance tax advice
  Landlord and tenant
  Lasting Powers of Attorney
  Litigation
  Living Wills
  Personal injury
  Prenuptial agreement
  Tax and succession 
  Trusts
  Wills and probate

Trust is the most important aspect when it comes to legal matters.

We believe it is essential that we take time to not only review your legal issue, but also 
get to know you. From business to personal affairs, a complete understanding of your 
circumstances and objectives is the starting point. Once we can see the bigger picture, 
we can focus on the detail. 

 

 

 

 



Whatever you are looking to achieve, we know you are 
looking for expert help and advice.

We ensure you can talk to someone who really listens to what 
you have to say, who takes the time to get to know you and 
your individual circumstances. 

Once we know precisely what you need, we will do everything 
necessary; we will tell you exactly what will happen, how long it 
is likely to take, and what the cost implications are likely to be. 
We will be on hand each step of the way to answer any questions 
and solve any problems.

Whether it’s a house purchase or drafting a Will, we will always 
seek to resolve issues without delay and facilitate a conclusion 
that is in your very best interests. We want you to be able to 
focus your attention on getting the most out of life.

We will all need to see a solicitor at some point in life, but that does not mean there’s a problem 
that needs to be overcome. In fact, the vast majority of our clients come to us because of the 
good things in life such as getting married, buying a home, preparing for the arrival of a new child, 
protecting assets and providing for loved ones now and well into the future.

A heritage of helping and protecting

It’s important in life to be able to call upon the 
services of a good solicitor and I can highly 
recommend Humphries Kirk. Reliable and 
knowledgeable, they have taken the time to get 
to know me and my family and have given us 
sound advice on a number of important issues.

Mr John Macklin
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Buying and selling your home
Buying a home is almost certainly the biggest financial 
commitment you are likely to make, and we are on hand to 
ensure the whole process is as simple and straightforward 
as possible. If you are thinking of selling your home, we will 
provide a service that is equally comprehensive. In both 
cases we will explain the process clearly and keep you fully 
informed throughout, liaising with other solicitors, liaising 
with estate agents, surveyors, mortgage brokers and other 
solicitors on your behalf and swiftly resolving any problems, 
should they occur.

Family matters
It’s a sad fact of life but marriages and relationships can 
and do break down, we can help to make the separation as 
painless as possible and help lay the foundations for the future 
you want to build.

If separation is inevitable, there are many issues that will 
need to be resolved. The division of assets and the welfare of 
children will need to be addressed and, if violence is a factor in 
the relationship breakdown, we can seek injunctions to protect 
you, any children and your home. 

Wills, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts and probate
We attend to Wills, Lasting Powers of Attorney and Living Wills, 
as well as looking after Trusts, Inheritance Tax, probate and 
the administration of estates. All will be handled with the 
same dedication, thoroughness and thoughtfulness that 
comes with an intimate knowledge of you, your family and 
your personal circumstances.

In every case, we are here to review and revise your 
arrangements whenever your circumstances or intentions 
change. We will always look to advise you appropriately about 
the many ways you can leave your wealth to your dependents 
through Trusts, lifetime gifts and legacies. 

When the time comes, Humphries Kirk will look after the 
administration of your estate, advising executors and 
explaining the process in a language that is clear and easy 
to understand. 

We also provide a service that we call ‘Care Is Our Concern’. 
This is a bespoke service, developed for the elderly, 
incapacitated and housebound. We can help and guide you 
in managing your own affairs as long as possible by relieving 
you of the burden of form filling and the worry of today’s ever-
changing world. 

A very difficult few months was made 
so much simpler by them giving me the 
confidence to hand literally everything over 
to handle. From there on I received regular 
updates, clear timely answers to my queries 
and information on expected timescales in 
advance. It meant I was able to concentrate 
on dealing with the loss of a loved one and 
this whole life changing experience has been 
made so much simpler by doing what they 
do, the way they do it. 

Mr Robert Lowe 



Litigation
Many prefer not to go to court if it can be avoided, but when 
litigation becomes inevitable, expert advice and knowledge is 
absolutely vital. If we don’t think litigation is the answer, we will 
always tell you, explaining why alternatives such as mediation 
or arbitration could be better options. 

We provide a comprehensive range of services and support 
to ensure that those at fault accept responsibility and offer 
adequate compensation for any damage that has been done.

All solicitors offer roughly the same sort of 
thing, so I thought it would be difficult to 
choose the right one, but a friend introduced 
me to Humphries Kirk and I knew straight away 
that this was a company I wanted to deal with. 
Friendly, helpful and straightforward, they’ve 
been looking after my affairs for years and I 
wouldn’t even consider going anywhere else. 

Ms Holly Eversden



Talk to us about:

  Agency and distribution 
  Banking
  Borrowing
  Business structure
  Charities 
  Civil engineering and 
construction

  Commercial property
  Company/Commercial
   Consumer law
  Contracts
   Cross-border 
agreements

  Data protection

   Debt recovery

   Dispute resolution

  Employment

  Financial services 
regulation and 
compliance

  Inheritance tax advice/
succession

   Insolvency

  Intellectual property

  Joint ventures

  Landlord and tenant

   Lending

  Litigation

  Outsourcing/insourcing

  Partnership

  Security for debt 
obligations

  Share incentive schemes

   Shareholder agreements

  Standard business 
documentation

  Technology

We work with all types of businesses across all sectors – from start-ups who want 
to turn a good idea into great success, multinationals looking for global expertise, to 
not-for-profit organisations seeking to run their operations securely and professionally. 

 

 

 

 

Services 
for business

A commercial approach  
to legal advice
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Commercial success is not just staying one step ahead 
of competitors, there are the complexities of the legal and 
regulatory environment to consider. Get it right and you can 
minimise the cost, increase efficiency and protect yourself if 
there’s a problem. 

No matter the size of your business, legal support is integral  
to your everyday activities – not simply responding to difficulties 
as they arise, but providing pro-active and practical help, 
based on an intimate knowledge of your business and its 
commercial goals.

Whatever our involvement, we ensure that you have access to 
all the legal services you require in order to deliver an efficient, 
reliable and supportive service that meets your current needs, 
anticipates potential problems and provides a legal platform for 
on-going growth and success.

There’s a lot to consider in business and much of your time 
is taken up with running the business – rather than doing the 
business – and it all requires legal expertise.

There’s setting up a company, not-for-profit entity, or partnership 
to begin with, followed by the complexities of buying or leasing 
premises, employing staff and preparing terms of trading or 
contracts to regulate your commercial relationships. You may 
also require us to look at issues surrounding intellectual property, 
international law, joint ventures, management buy-outs and 
company/business sales. 

We understand the demands of business. After all, we’ve been in business ourselves for over 
300 years and have adapted to change, enhancing our activities to make sure our service is 
relevant, responsive and rooted in the real world.

Legal skills create commercial success

Humphries Kirk has looked after my 
business affairs for a number of years. 
The team have given excellent advice on 
many issues and I find them courteous, 
knowledgeable and professional. They are 
experts in the management of complex 
transactions across different jurisdictions and 
I value their attention to detail, without taking 
their eye off the bigger picture.

Len McLaughlin
Director, Sky Tooling
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Company commercial
We help business clients on their journey to success. We look 
to the most advantageous exit for you as business owners 
from the very start. We work alongside your tax advisers to 
put your business in the right sort of entity, advise how best 
to structure your business and its ownership, and ensure your 
intellectual property is protected.

We bring astute commercial sense, as well as technical ability, 
to negotiate and document your transactions to protect value 
and the continuation of your business or not-for-profit entity. 
We will also ensure you properly structure and document 
relations with your suppliers and customers to both retain and 
maximise value and opportunity.

Before we offer any advice, we will spend time getting to know 
your business and the sector in which it operates. Having a 
complete overview enables us to provide appropriate and 
practical solutions to your day-to-day business issues as well 
as any specialist concerns. 

Commercial property
If you are a landlord, tenant, developer or investor, we can 
provide a complete and comprehensive commercial property 
service that is considered to be one of the best available.  
If you are buying, developing or selling commercial property, 
we contribute legal expertise at every stage of the process 
and also advise if you are thinking of buying investment 
property. In both instances we can reduce the risk, put the 
finance on a favourable footing and help to ensure optimum 
value and viable returns. 

Employment law
Employment legislation can be complex. It’s our function 
to keep you up to speed with any changes and make 
sure your business is adequately protected. We will draft 
employment contracts that clearly set out employee rights 
and responsibilities. We will also help to protect you from 
employment claims and prevent employees profiting from your 
know-how or goodwill should they leave your employment. 
Where IT is concerned, we will be just as thorough, making 
sure any confidential data is properly protected. We can draft 
consultancy agreements for you, which clearly state the rights 
and obligations of both parties that helps the consultant to 
protect their independent status. 

Commercial litigation and debt recovery
Where possible we would advise mediation over litigation,  
but this may not always be achievable. If there’s no alternative 
we will recommend your best course of action, consider all the 
practical issues and represent you in formal proceedings to 
ensure a positive outcome.

Our approach to bad debts is much the same. We will work 
to try and find a sensible solution to the breakdown in your 
relationship with a customer or supplier, and only if we are 
not successful will we suggest pursuing the matter through 
the courts. 

The support we have received from Humphries 
Kirk has been invaluable. Their knowledge 
of our industry means their advice is not 
only legally correct but also exactly what 
we need because it works in the context of 
our day-to-day business. Whether advising 
upon small everyday issues or helping us 
make important strategic decisions they 
always give us what we need in a helpful and 
professional manner.

Tom Wood 
FInance Director, Springetts
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Civil engineering and construction
We are one of only a handful of firms in the region to boast a 
department specialising in building and civil engineering law.

With our hands-on experience and industry expertise, we have 
helped advise the industry including home owners, business 
owners, architects, engineers, contractors, developers, 
interior designers, project managers and international design 
consultancies.

Intellectual property
In the highly specialised area of intellectual property, we have 
gained an international reputation for our work with companies,  
artists, authors, inventors and designers. We assist in 
safeguarding rights relating to product development, confidential 
information, databases, goodwill, trademarks and much more 
across all sectors. 

Our proven commitment to your company assures you of a 
legal resource that is always relevant, responsive and totally 
focused on your best interests.

We have had a long association with 
Humphries Kirk and have always appreciated 
their pragmatic advice, help and guidance 
when it comes to matters of construction and 
contract law. 

Chris Keech
Managing Director, Kingcombe Stonbury



The information contained in this brochure is for guidance only. You should always seek professional advice before undertaking any legal matter. Humphries Kirk is  
a limited liability partnership. Registered in England OC352286. Registered office: Glebe House, North Street, Wareham, BH20 4AN. ©Humphries Kirk LLP 2021.
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 Bournemouth
     1 Southbourne Grove 

Bournemouth 
BH6 3RD

 01202 421111 
hklaw.uk/bournemouth

 Cranborne Chase
     Catchpole House 

7 Manor Farm Business Centre 
Gussage St Michael 
Wimborne, BH21 5HT

 01258 840507 
hklaw.uk/cranbornechase

 Crewkerne
     Poole House  

17 Market Street 
Crewkerne, Somerset 
TA18 7JU 
01460 279100 
hklaw.uk/crewkerne

  Dorchester
      40 High West Street 

Dorchester  
DT1 1UR  
01305 251007 
hklaw.uk/dorchester 

 Wareham
     Glebe House 

North Street, Wareham 
BH20 4AN 
01929 552141 
hklaw.uk/wareham

 Swanage
 4 Rempstone Road 

Swanage 
BH19 1DP 
01929 423301 
hklaw.uk/swanage

 Parkstone
 Trevanion House 

15 Church Road, Parkstone 
Poole, BH14 8UF 
01202 715815 
hklaw.uk/parkstone 

 Poole     
 3 Acorn Business Park 

Ling Road, Poole 
BH12 4NZ 
01202 725400 
hklaw.uk/poole

 London 
By appointment only

 Temple Chambers 
3-7 Temple Avenue 
London, EC4Y 0DA 
020 7269 9020 
hklaw.uk/london


